[Communication between radiologist and cancer patients].
Along with advances in medicine and social evolution, we are seeing an increase in the number of patients afflicted with cancer, and a change in the doctor-patient relationship. Patients' rights are now registered in the Hospitalised Patient's Charter, the Huriet Act and the Act of March 4, 2002. The evolution in cancer diseases is monitored by a range of imaging examinations, putting the radiologist in the front line. Lesions are typically first detected by the radiologist. This task is complicated by the fact that radiologists usually have no formal training with regards to the disclosure of cancer diagnoses to patients. There is a great risk of inappropriate responses which can have a profoundly damaging effect on the patient's state of mind. Even if we have the best of ideals and intentions, there is a great need for us to examine and improve our modes of interaction, in dealing with the patient's need for information. The radiologist possesses technical know-how, but technique alone is not enough - the right amount of information, based on clinical competence, is required; but so is empathy towards the patient, and respect for his or her wishes and rights.